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1. Introduction 
1.1 Purpose of Document 

1.1.1 A Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is a written statement produced as part of 
the Application process for a Development Consent Order (DCO) and is prepared 
jointly between the applicant for a DCO and another party. It sets out matters of 
agreement between both parties, as well as matters where there is not an agreement. 
It also details matters that are under discussion.  

1.1.2 The aim of a SoCG is to help the Examining Authority manage the Examination 
Phase of a DCO application. Understanding the status of the matters at hand will 
allow the Examining Authority to focus their questioning, and provide greater 
predictability for all participants in examination. A SoCG may be submitted prior to the 
start of or during Examination, and then updated as necessary or as requested during 
the Examination Phase. 

1.2 Description of the Project 

1.2.1 Esso Petroleum Company, Limited (Esso) launched its Southampton to London 
Pipeline Project in December 2017. The project proposes to replace 90km of its 
105km aviation fuel pipeline that runs from the Fawley Refinery near Southampton, to 
the West London Terminal storage facility in Hounslow. In spring 2018, Esso held a 
non-statutory consultation which helped it to select the preferred corridor for the 
replacement pipeline. In autumn 2018, it held a statutory consultation on the 
preferred route for the replacement pipeline. In early 2019, it held a second phase of 
statutory consultation on design refinements. 

1.3 This Statement of Common Ground  

1.3.1 This SoCG has been prepared jointly by Esso as the applicant and ESP Utilities 
Group as a Relevant Statutory Undertaker. 

1.3.2 For the purpose of this SoCG, Esso and ESP Utilities Group will jointly be referred to 
as the “Parties”. When referencing ESP Utilities Group alone, they will be referred to 
as “the Consultee”. 

ESP Utilities Group provides gas and electricity networks to homes and communities 
where homes were originally designed to be heated by a different fuel.  The new 
pipeline alignment interacts with ESP Utilities Group at 4 locations. 

• Leipzig Housing Estate, Church Crookham 

• Naishes Lane, Church Crookham 

• Woodland Crescent, Farnborough  
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• Woodthorpe Road, Ashford 

1.3.3 Throughout this SoCG: 
• Where a section begins ‘matters agreed’, this sets out matters that have been 

agreed between the Parties.  
• Where a section begins ‘matters not agreed’, this sets out matters that are not 

agreed between the Parties. 
• Where a section begins ‘matters subject to ongoing discussion’, this sets out 

matters that are subject to further negotiation between the Parties. 

1.4 Structure of the Statement of Common Ground 

1.4.1 This SoCG has been structured to reflect matters and topics of relevance to the 
Consultee in respect of Esso’s Southampton to London Pipeline Project. 
• Section 2 provides an overview of the engagement to date between the Parties. 
• Section 3 provides a summary of areas that have been agreed. 
• Section 4 provides a record of areas that have not yet been agreed. 
• Section 5 provides a list of ongoing matters (if any) that will be agreed or not 

agreed by the Parties during examination.  
• Section 6 provides a record of relevant documents and drawings 
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2. Record of Engagement Undertaken to Date 
2.1 Pre-application Engagement and Consultation 

2.1.1 The table below sets out the consultation and engagement that has been undertaken 
between the Parties prior to the submission of the DCO application. 

Date Format Topic Discussion Points 

04/12/2017 Correspondence  Project 
introduction  

The project sent a letter to the Consultee regarding:  
• Map of current route 
• Project timeline  
• Project introduction 

11/12/2017 Correspondence  Project launch Project introduction, including the intention to hold future 
meeting and spring consultation. 

19/03/2018 Correspondence  Non-statutory 
(Corridor) 
consultation 

The project sent a letter to the Consultee with: 
• Information about the consultation  
• PIL questionnaire and plans 

The Consultee did not respond to the consultation.  

30/05/2018 Correspondence  Preferred 
corridor 
announcement   

The Consultee was sent two letters: 
• Letter as a key stakeholder regarding the preferred 

corridor that was selected  
• A landowner letter 

27/06/2018 Correspondence  Initial Working 
Route  

Project update regarding Initial Working Route release. 

06/09/2018 Correspondence  Launch of first 
statutory 
(Preferred 
Route) 
consultation  

The project sent the Consultee two letters: 
1) Notification of launch letter (as a statutory consultee) 
2) A notification letter as a landowner, with a Person with an 
Interest in Land questionnaire and land plans. 
(Both letters were in line with the Planning Act 2008) 

11/12/2018 Correspondence Protective 
Provisions 

The project sent a draft Protective Provision to the 
Consultee’s Operations Administrator / Plant Officer.   

12/12/2018 Correspondence Statutory 
service 
information 

The Consultee’s Operations Administrator / Plant Officer 
sent diagrams of the 4 locations affected by the Order Limits 
of the project (ESPC license 1162 PPS10939). 

13/12/2018 Correspondence  Protective 
Provisions 

The Consultee’s Operations Administrator / Plant Officer 
confirmed the Legal and Contracts Manager contact for the 
Consultee. 

18/12/2018 Correspondence Protective 
Provisions 

Phone call with the Consultee’s Legal and Contracts 
Manager to provide background to the project and discuss 
Protective Provisions. 

16/01/2019 Correspondence Protective 
Provisions 

Legal and Contracts Manager sent comments on Protective 
Provisions.  
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2.2 Engagement Following Submission of Application  

2.2.1 The table below sets out the consultation and engagement that has been undertaken 
between the Parties since the submission of the DCO application. 

Date Format Topic Discussion Points 
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3. Matters Agreed 
3.1.1 The table below sets out the matters agreed in relation to different topics. 

Examining 
Authority’s 
suggested 
theme 

Topic  Matter agreed 

 General  It is agreed that ESP Pipelines have no objections to the 
proposed pipeline alignment. 

Impact on existing 
apparatus 

 The parties agree that the applicant shall provide the consultee 
notice of any specified works or variations to their apparatus.  
The notice period shall be as per the protective provision agreed 
between both parties.  
  
The applicant shall submit to the consultee details of method of 
working.  
 

Any connection 
issue 

 The parties agree there will be no connection issues. 
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4. Matters Not Agreed 
4.1.1 The table below sets out the matters not agreed in relation to different topics. 

Examining 
Authority’s 
suggested 
theme 

Topic  Matter not agreed 
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5. Matters Subject to On-going Discussion 
5.1.1 The table below sets out the matters subject to ongoing discussion. 

Examining 
Authority’s 
suggested 
theme 

Topic  Matter subject to ongoing discussion 

Protective 
Provisions 

Protective 
Provisions 

The project has engaged with ESP Utilities Group on Protective 
Provisions and legal discussions are ongoing.   
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6. Relevant documents and drawings 
6.1 List of relevant documents and drawings 

6.1.1 The following is a list of documents and drawings upon which this SoCG is based. 

Application 
Reference 

Title Content Date 
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7. Appendix A 
7.1 Response to Preferred Route Consultation  

Further to your enquiry received on 21/09/2018, I can confirm that ES Pipelines Ltd may be affected by the 
proposed works in the area of Boorley Green to West London Terminal storage facility. ES Pipelines Ltd has 
several gas networks serving the area in question (Reference SLP Project) at several points and security of 
supply is vitally important. 

Project drawing as laid extracts for these sites are enclosed (not to scale) for your information which show the 
approximate location of the ES Pipelines Ltd networks close to the area of interest from Boorley Green to West 
London Terminal storage facility. 

As your plans for the proposed work develop you are required to keep ES Pipelines Ltd regularly updated about 
the extent and nature of your proposed works in order for us to fully establish whether any additional 
precautionary or diversionary works are necessary to protect our gas network. 

Arrangements can be set in place so that one of our representatives can meet on site (date to be agreed) and 
we will be happy to discuss the impact of your proposals on the gas network once we have received the details. 

A list of precautionary measures is attached for your information. This must be passed on to the appointed 
contractors carrying out the work and any other associated parties. 

ESP are continually constructing new gas and electricity networks and this notification is valid for 90 days from 
the date of this letter. 

If your proposed works start after this period of time, please re-submit your enquiry. 

If you wish to discuss the matter further please contact myself or the 

team on 01372 587500, alternatively you can email us at PlantResponses@espug.com. 
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